
To Date, the Complete Record with Taxonomic Details of the Avifaunal 
Diversity in Bastar Division

Available literature evidenced that the documentation of 
bird diversity in Bastar Division was initiated in the mid of 
last centuary. In the present paper, a comprehensive 
compilation of bird records from extensive field surveys and 
published literature was undertaken to assess the current 
status of avian diversity in Bastar Division. The study 
recorded a total of 331 bird species belonging to 20 orders, 
indicating the high avian richness of Bastar Division. 
Comparison with earlier studies reveals a substantial 
increase in documented species, reflecting improved 
survey efforts and the ecological importance of the region. 
The heterogeneous habitat mosaic, altitudinal variation, 
and extensive forest cover contribute significantly to 
sustaining diverse resident and migratory bird 
communities. The updated checklist provides valuable 
baseline information for biodiversity monitoring, 
ecological research, and conservation planning. The 
findings emphasise the importance of continued 
documentation and habitat conservation to ensure the 
long-term survival of avifaunal diversity in Bastar Division 
and the wider Bastar Plateau region.

Abstract

Introduction:
Birds play a vital ecological role by contributing to 
ecosystem functioning through activities such as 
pollination, seed dispersal, pest control, and nutrient 
cycling. They are considered valuable bio-indicators 
because changes in bird populations often reflect the 
overall health and condition of ecosystems. India, owing to 
its diverse climatic conditions and varied habitats ranging 
from forests and wetlands to grasslands and coastal regions, 
supports rich avian diversity, with approximately 1,263 bird 
species recorded to date (Praveen et al., 2016). In recent 
decades, however, anthropogenic pressures such as habitat 
destruction, deforestation, rapid urbanisation, pollution, 
climate change, and unsustainable use of natural resources 
have accelerated the decline of bird populations and 
biodiversity. This necessitates the implementation of 
effective conservation strategies, including the 
development of management and protection plans, habitat 
restoration measures, and the establishment of protected 
areas. An essential prerequisite for implementing 
successful conservation efforts is the proper assessment 
and documentation of biodiversity. Comprehensive 
biodiversity inventories provide baseline information 

necessary for monitoring species distribution, 
understanding ecological changes, and formulating 
conservation policies. This becomes especially important 
in relatively newly formed states such as Chhattisgarh, 
where systematic studies and updated avifaunal records 
remain limited. The Bastar division, with its diverse 
landscapes comprising forests, wetlands, agricultural 
fields, and riverine ecosystems, possesses the potential to 
support a wide variety of bird species. Therefore, the 
present study aims to prepare an updated checklist of 
avifaunal diversity within the administrative boundaries of 
Bastar division, which can contribute to future ecological 
studies and conservation planning in the region..

The study area comprised Bastar division, located in the 
southernmost region of the state of Chhattisgarh, India. 
The district covers an area of approximately 4,029.98 km² 
and constitutes slightly more than one-ninth of the Bastar 
Plateau, also known as the Dandakaranya Plateau. This 
plateau region is characterised by undulating topography, 
rich forest cover, and diverse ecological habitats that 
support a wide range of flora and fauna. The drainage 
system of the region is primarily composed of tributaries of 
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the Indravati and Sabri rivers, which ultimately join the 
Godavari River system and contribute significantly to the 
area's hydrological network.

The Bastar Plateau is administratively divided into 
seven districts; however, the present investigation on 
avifaunal diversity was confined specifically to Bastar 
division. The northern and eastern parts of the district 
largely consist of plain terrain interspersed with scattered 
forest patches, agricultural lands, and numerous wetlands 
and water bodies. These habitats provide suitable feeding, 
nesting, and breeding sites for several resident and 
migratory bird species.

The southeastern region of the division includes the 
protected area of Kanger Valley National Park (KVNP), 
which is widely recognised for its rich biodiversity and 
ecological significance. The national park encompasses a 
variety of habitats, including dense forests, streams, caves, 
and waterfalls, supporting numerous species of wildlife. 
Adjacent to the eastern boundary of KVNP lies the Machkot 
Forest Range (MFR), a reserve forest that is also noted for its 
high biological diversity and relatively undisturbed habitat 
conditions.

The majority of the surveyed area falls within the 
Deccan Trap Plateau region, with elevation ranging from 
approximately 200 m to 1,200 m above mean sea level 
(MSL). The variation in altitude, combined with habitat 
heterogeneity and climatic conditions, creates favourable 
environments for sustaining diverse avian communities 
across the district.

Before the year 2000, when Chhattisgarh was separated 
from Madhya Pradesh and established as an independent 
state, most avifaunal studies in central India covered the 
region collectively or focused mainly on selected protected 
areas. Consequently, comprehensive district-level avian 
records for Chhattisgarh were relatively limited. Earlier 
studies contributed significantly to understanding the bird 
diversity of the region. Majumder (1984) reported a 
checklist of 97 bird species from Bastar division, which was 
originally formed in 1948 through the merger of the 
princely states of Bastar and Kanker. Subsequently, Saha 
(1995) documented 92 bird species from the Indravati Tiger 
Reserve. Chandra & Singh (2004) reviewed the avifauna of 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh and reported a total of 
517 species and subspecies, among which 197 species and 
subspecies were recorded from Chhattisgarh.

Further studies expanded the knowledge of avian 
diversity within the state. An avifaunal survey conducted in 
the protected areas of Chhattisgarh recorded 131 bird 
species in Kanger Valley National Park and 123 species in 
Guru Ghasidas National Park (Chakraborty, 2008). Later, 
Pande et al. (2012) described 404 bird species for the entire 
state of Chhattisgarh in a pictorial guidebook. Chandra et 
al. (2015) further updated the avifaunal checklist of the 
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Bastar Plateau and documented a total of 304 species 
belonging to 194 genera under 63 families, including the 
addition of 89 new species records. The previous effort to 
document the avian diversity by Dutta, et al. (2025) 
included 325 species of birds. During the present 
compilation, a total of 331 bird species belonging to 20 
different orders were recorded from Bastar division, with 
the addition of species such as Spot-billed Pelican, Grey-
necked Bunting, Eastern marsh harrier, Himalayan griffon, 
and Little Spider hunter, indicating a high level of avian 
diversity in the region. The variety of habitats present 
within the district, including forests, wetlands, agricultural 
fields, and river systems, likely contributes to this rich 
species composition

Eastern Marsh Harrier (Circus spilonotus)
The Eastern Marsh Harrier is a large bird of prey commonly 
found in wetlands, marshes, and grasslands across Asia. It is 
known for its low, gliding flight while hunting small 
mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects. This species plays an 
important role in maintaining ecological balance by 
regulating prey populations in wetland ecosystems.
 

Little Spider-hunter (Arachnothera longirostra)
The Little Spider-hunter is a small nectar-feeding bird 
belonging to the sunbird family, widely distributed in South 
and Southeast Asia. It is characterised by its long, curved 
bill, which is specially adapted for feeding on nectar from 
tubular flowers. It also consumes spiders and insects, 
contributing to both pollination and insect control.

Grey-necked Bunting (Emberiz abuchanani)
The Grey-necked Bunting is a medium-sized passerine bird 
found in dry scrublands, rocky hillsides, and open 
grasslands of Central and South Asia. It is distinguished by 
its grey head and neck, contrasting with its warm brown 
upperparts. Primarily feeding on seeds and small insects, 
this species contributes to seed dispersal and ecosystem 
functioning in arid habitats.

Birds that need special attention

Circus spilonotus
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Podicipediformes, Turniciformes, Trogoniformes, and 
Caprimulgiformes, contribute smaller percentages to the 
total species composition. Their lower representation may 
reflect specialised habitat requirements or naturally low 
abundance.

The dominance of Passeriformes coupled with the 
representation of wetland, forest, and predatory bird 
orders highlights the ecological richness of Bastar division. 
The distribution pattern indicates the coexistence of 
diverse habitats including tropical forests, wetlands, 
grasslands, and human-modified landscapes. Such 
diversity underscores the conservation significance of the 
region and suggests that maintaining habitat heterogeneity 
is essential for sustaining avifaunal diversity in Bastar 
division.
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References:

Order-wise analysis of Avifaunal diversity of Bastar 
division
 

The order-wise composition of avifauna recorded from 
Bastar division demonstrates a highly diverse bird 
community with varying ecological guilds and habitat 
preferences. The pie chart indicates that Passeriformes 
represent the most dominant order, contributing the 
largest proportion of recorded species. Members of this 
order include passerine birds such as flycatchers, drongos, 
bulbuls, wagtails, shrikes, warblers, and sparrows, which 
are widely distributed across forests, agricultural fields, 
wetlands, and human habitations.

The second major contributing groups include 
Falconiformes/Accipitriformes, Charadriiformes, 
Ciconiiformes, Piciformes, Anseriformes, and 
Cuculiformes. The substantial representation of these 
orders reflects the ecological diversity of Bastar and 
indicates the availability of multiple habitat types:

• Wetland-associated birds are represented by orders 
such as Anseriformes, Charadriiformes, and 
Ciconiiformes, indicating the importance of lakes, 
rivers, marshes, and seasonal water bodies. 

• Forest-dependent species, including Piciformes and 
Cuculiformes, suggest the presence of suitable 
woodland habitats and mature vegetation cover. 

• Raptors, represented by Falconiformes and 
Accipitriformes, occupy higher trophic levels and 
serve as indicators of ecosystem stability and prey 
availability. 
Orders with relatively lower species richness such as 

Passeriformes
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S/n Common Name Scientific Name ORDER FAMILY
1 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
2 Eastern marsh harrier Circus spilonotus ,Kaup, 1847 ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
3 Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
4 Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
5 Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastate ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
6 Rufous bellied Eagle,  Hieraaetuskienerii ACCIPITRIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
7 Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus
8 Gyps himalayensis
9 Northern Pintail Anas acuta, Linnaeus 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
10 Gadwall Anas strepera, Linnaeus, 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
11 NothernShoveller Anas clypeata, Linnaeus 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
12 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope Linnaeus, 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
13 Garganey Anas querquedula Linnaeus, 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
14 Bar Headed Goose Anserindiacus( Latham, 1790) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
15 Brahminy Shelduck Tadornaferruginea (Pallas, 1764) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
16 Greylag Goose Anseranser (Linnaeus, 1758) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
17 Cotton Teal Nettapuscoromandelianus (Gmelin, 1789) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
18 Common Teal Anas crecca Linnaeus, 1758 ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
19 Red Crested Pochard Rodonessarufina( Pallas, 1773) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
20 Comon Pochard Aythya ferina (Linnaeus, 1758) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
21 Lasser Whistling Duck Dendrocygnajavanica (Horsfield, 1821) ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
22 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula ANSERIFORMES ANATIDAE
23 Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurusbalasiensis( J E Gray, 1829) APODIFORMES APODIDAE
24 White-rumped Needletail-Swift Zoonavena sylvatica (Tickell's, 1846) APODIFORMES APODIDAE
25 House Swift Apus affinis  ( J E Gray, 1830) APODIFORMES APODIDAE
26 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba (Linnaeus, 1758) APODIFORMES APODIDAE
27 Crested Tree-Swift Hemiprocnecoronata( Tickell, 1833) APODIFORMES HEMIPROCNIDAE
28 Indian Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus Latham, 1790 CAPRIMULGIFORMES CAPRIMULGIDAE
29 Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus Horsfield, 1821 CAPRIMULGIFORMES CAPRIMULGIDAE
30 Common Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus Latham,1790 CAPRIMULGIFORMES CAPRIMULGIDAE
31 Bronze-winged Jacana Metropidius indicus ( Latham, 1790) CHARADRIFORMES JACANIDAE
32 Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianuschirurgus (Scopoli, 1786) CHARADRIFORMES JACANIDAE
33 Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva (Gmelin, 1789) CHARADRIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
34 Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellusmalabaricus (Boddaert,1783) CHARADRIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
35 Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus (Boddaert,1783) CHARADRIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
36 Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
37 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius Scopoli,1786 CHARADRIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
38 Common Greenshank Tringanebularia( Gunner, 1767) CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
39 Common Redshank Tringatotanus (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
40 Spotted Redshank Tringaerythropus (Pallas, 1764) CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
41 Common Sandpiper Actitishypoleucos Linnaeus, 1758 CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
42 Wood Sandpiper Tringaglareola Linnaeus, 1758 CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
43 Common Snipe Gallinagogallinago (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
44 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii (Leisler, 1812) CHARADRIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
45 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES RECURVIROSTRIDAE
46 Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratulabenghalensis (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES ROSTRUTULIDAE
47 Stone Curlew Burchinusoedicnemus (Linnaeus, 1758) CHARADRIFORMES  BURHINIDAE
48 Indian Courser Cursoriuscoromandelicus (Gmelin, 1789) CHARADRIFORMES GLAREOLIDAE
49 Blak-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Linnaeus, 1766 CHARADRIFORMES  LARIDAE
50 River Tern Sterna aurantia Gray, 1831 CHARADRIFORMES  LARIDAE
51 River Lapwing Vanellusduvaucelii CHARADRIIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
52 Marsh Sandpiper Tringastagnatilis CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
53 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
54 Kentish Plover Anarhynchusalexandrinus CHARADRIIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
55 Grey Plover Pluvialissquatarola CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
56 Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus CHARADRIIFORMES CHARADRIIDAE
57 Black-tailed Godwit Limosalimosa CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
58 Ruff Calidris pugnax CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
59 Dunlin Calidris alpine CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
60 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
61 Little Stint Calidris minuta CHARADRIIFORMES SCOLOPACIDAE
62 Oriental Pratincole Glareolamaldivarum CHARADRIIFORMES GLAREOLIDAE
63 Little Pratincole Glareola lacteal CHARADRIIFORMES GLAREOLIDAE
64 Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetusichthyaetus CHARADRIIFORMES LARIDAE
65 Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalusbrunnicephalus CHARADRIIFORMES LARIDAE
66 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrid CHARADRIIFORMES LARIDAE
67 Little Egret Egrettagarzetta (Linnaeus, 1766) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
68 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis (Linnaeus, 1758) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
69 Median Egret Mesophoyx intermedia (Wagler,1829) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE

ACCIPITRIFORMES Accipitridae 
Himalayan griffon  AccipitridaeACCIPITRIFORMES

Annexure 1: Complete record of Avifauna time to time documentted from Bastar division 
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S/n Common Name Scientific Name ORDER FAMILY
70 Large Egret Casmerodius albus (Linnaeus, 1758) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
71 Grey Heron Adrea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758 CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
72 Chestnut Bittern Ixobrychuscinnamomeus( Gmelin, 1789) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
73 Black Bittern Dupetorflavicollis (Latham, 1790) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
74 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Linnaeus, 1766 CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
75 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticoraxnycticorax (Linnaeus, 1758) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
76 Little Green Heron Butorides striatus (Linnaeus, 1758) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
77 Little Bittern Ixobrychusminutus (Linnaeus, 1766) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
78 Indian Pond Heron Ardeolagrayii (Sykes, 1832) CICONIIFORMES ARDEIDAE
79 White-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus (Boddaert, 1783) CICONIIFORMES CICONIIDAE
80 Openbill Stork Anastomusoscitans (Boddaert, 1783) CICONIIFORMES CICONIIDAE
81 Oriental White Ibis Threskiornismelanocephalus (Latham, 1790) CICONIIFORMES THRESKIORNITHIDAE
82 Black Ibis Pseudibispappilosa( Temminck, 1824) CICONIIFORMES THRESKIORNITHIDAE
83 Black Stork Ciconia nigra CICONIIFORMES CICONIIDAE
84 Little Brown Dove Streptopelia senegalensis (Linaeus, 1766) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
85 Red Collored-Dove Streptopeliatranquebarica (Hermann, 1804) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
86 Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopeliaorientalis (Latham, 1790) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
87 Emerald Dove Chalocophaps indica (Linnaeus,1758) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
88 Blue Rock Pigeon Columba liviaGmelin, 1789 COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
89 Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis (Scopoli, 1786) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
90 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopeliadecaocto( Frivaldszky, 1838) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
91 Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon Treronbicincta (Jerdon, 1840) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
92 Yellow-legged Green-Pigeon Treronphoenicoptera (Latham, 1790) COLUMBIFORMES COLUMBIDAE
93 Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata (Boddaert, 1783) CORACIFORMES ALCEDINIDAE
94 Small Blue Kingfisher Alcedoatthis  ( Linnaeus, 1758) CORACIFORMES ALCEDINIDAE
95 Lesser Pied Kingfisher Cerylerudis( Linnaeus, 1758) CORACIFORMES ALCEDINIDAE
96 White-breasted kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis(Linnaeus, 1758) CORACIFORMES ALCEDINIDAE
97 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater MeropslechenaultiVieillot, 1817 CORACIFORMES  MEROPIDAE
98 Small Bee-eater Meropsorientalis( Latham, 1801) CORACIFORMES  MEROPIDAE
99 Blue-tailed Bee-eater Meropsphilippinus Linnaeus, 1766 CORACIFORMES  MEROPIDAE
100 Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornisathertoni (Jardine & Selby, 1828) CORACIFORMES  MEROPIDAE
101 Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis (Linnaeus, 1758) CORACIFORMES CORACIIDAE
102 Indian Grey Hornbill Ocycerosbirostris (Scopoli, 1786) CORACIFORMES  BUCEROTIDAE
103 Common Hoopoe Upupa epops Linnaeus, 1758 CORACIFORMES  UPUPIDAE
104 Pied Crested Cuckoo Clamatorjacobinus (Boddaert, 1783) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
105 Brainfeaver Bird Hierococcyxvarius (Vahl, 1797) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
106 Indian Plantive Cuckoo Cacomantispasserinus (Vahl, 1797) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
107 Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantissonneratii (Latham, 1790) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
108 Rufous-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantismerulinus( Scopoli, 1786) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
109 Indian Cuckoo Cuculusmicropterus (Gould, 1838) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
110 Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis (stephens, 1815) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
111 Asian Koel Eudynamysscolopacea (Linnaeus, 1758) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
112 Large Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis (Lesson, 1830) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
113 Small Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeusviridirostris (Jerdon, 1840) CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
114 Sirkeer Malkoha Phaenicophaeusleschenaultii (Lesson,1830 CUCULIFORMES  CUCULIDAE
115 Drongo Cuckoo Surniculuslugubris CUCULIFORMES CUCULIDAE
116 Large Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyxsparverioides CUCULIFORMES CUCULIDAE
117 Eurasian Cuckoo Cuculuscanorus CUCULIFORMES CUCULIDAE
118 Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornischeela( Latham, 1790) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
119 Black Eagle Ictinaetusmalayensis( Temminck, 1822) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
120 Greater Grey Headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophagaichthyaetus (Horhfield; 1821) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
121 Lesser spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina Brehm, 1831 FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
122 Short-toed Snake-Eagle Circaetusgallicus (Gmelin, 1788) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
123 Booted Eagle Hieraaetuspennatus (Gmelin, 1788) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
124 Bonelli's Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus (Viellot, 1822) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
125 Changeable Hawk Eagle Spizaetuscirrhatus (Gmelin, 1788) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
126 Indian White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis (Gmelin, 1788) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
127 Long Billed Vulture Gyps indicus (Scopoli, 1786) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
128 Orential Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus (Temminck, 1921) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
129 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus (Linnaeus, 1758) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
130 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus (Linnaeus, 1758) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
131 White eyed buzzard Butasturteesa (Franklin, 1832) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
132 Black Kite Milvus migrans (Boddert, 1783) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
133 Jerdon'sBaza Avicedajardoni (Blyth, 1842) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
134 Brahminy Kite Haliasturindus (Boddaert, 1783) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
135 Black Shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus (Desfontaines, 1789) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
136 Black Baza Avicedaleuphotes (Dumont, 1820) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
137 Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos (Gmelin, 1770) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
138 Besra Sparrow Hawk Accipiter virgatus (Temminck, 1822) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
139 Shikra Accipiter badius (Gmelin, 1788) FALCONIFORMES ACCIPITRIDAE
140 Osprey Pandion haliaetus (Linnaeus, 1758) FALCONIFORMES  PANDIONIDAE
141 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Linnaeus, 1758 FALCONIFORMES  FALCONIDAE
142 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrines FALCONIFORMES FALCONIDAE
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S/n Common Name Scientific Name ORDER FAMILY
143 Amur Falcon Falco amurensis FALCONIFORMES FALCONIDAE
144 Painted Francolin Francolinus pictus (Jardine & Selby, 1828) GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
145 Grey Francolin Francolinuspondicerianus (Gmelin, 1789) GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
146 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix (Linnaeus,1758) GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
147 Rain Quail Coturnix coromandelica (Gmelin, 1789) GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
148 Indian Peafowl Pavocristatus Linnaeus, 1758 GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
149 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus (Linnaeus, 1758) GALLIFORMES PHASIANIDAE
150 Purple Moorhen Porphyrioporphyrio (Linnaeus, 1758) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
151 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ( Linnaeus, 1758) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
152 Blue-breasted Rail Gallirallus striatus Linnaeus, 1766 GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
153 Baillon's Crake Porzanapusilla (Pallas, 1776) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
154 Brown Crake Amaurornisakool( Sykes, 1832) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
155 White Brested Waterhen Amaurornisphoenicurus (Pennant, 1769) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
156 Common Coot Fulicaatra, Linnaeus, 1758 GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
157 Watercock Gallicrex cinerea (Gmelin, 1789) GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
158 Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzanafusca GRUIFORMES RALLIDAE
159 Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura (Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES PITTIDAE
160 Singing Bush-Lark Mirafracantillans Blyth, 1845 PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
161 Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark Eremopterix grisea (Scopoli, 1786) PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
162 Bengal Bush-Lark Mirafraassamica Horsfield, 1840 PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
163 Red-winged Bush-Lark Mirafraerypthroptera Blyth, 1845 PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
164 Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark Ammomanesphoenicurus (Franklin, 1831) PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
165 Eastern Skylark Aludagulgula Franklin, 1831 PASSERIFORMES ALUDIDAE
166 Dusky Crag-Martin Hirundo concolor Sykes, 1833 PASSERIFORMES  HIRUNDINIDAE
167 Streak-throated Swallow Hirundofluvicola Blyth, 1855 PASSERIFORMES  HIRUNDINIDAE
168 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundosmithii Leach, 1818 PASSERIFORMES  HIRUNDINIDAE
169 Common Swallow Hirundo rustica Linnaeus, 1758 PASSERIFORMES  HIRUNDINIDAE
170 Red-rumped Swallow Hirundodaurica Linnaeus, 1771 PASSERIFORMES  HIRUNDINIDAE
171 Large Pied Wagtail Motacillamaderaspatensis Gmelin,1789 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
172 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Tunstall, 1771 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
173 White Wagtail Motacilla alba Linnaeus,1758 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
174 Citrine Wagtail Motacillacitreola Pallas, 1776 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
175 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava Linnaeus,1758 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
176 Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus (Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
177 Orential Tree Pipet Anthushodgsoni Richmond, 1970 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
178 Paddyfield Pipet AnthusrufulusVieillot, 1818 PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
179 Large Cuckoo-Shrike Coracinamacei (Lesson, 1830) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
180 Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike Coracinamelanoptera (Riippell, 1839) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
181 Common Woodshrike Tephrodornispondicerianus (Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
182 Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotusflammeus (Forster, 1781) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
183 Rosy Minivet Pricrocotus roseus (Vieillot, 1818) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
184 Small Minivet Pericrocotuscinnamomeus( Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES CAMPEPHAGIDAE
185 Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotusmelanicterus (Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES PYCNONOTIDAE
186 Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotuscafer (Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES PYCNONOTIDAE
187 Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotusjocosus (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES PYCNONOTIDAE
188 Gold-fronted Chloropsis Chloropsisaurifrons (Temminck, 1829) PASSERIFORMES IRENIDAE
189 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia ( Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES IRENIDAE
190 Brown Shrike Laniuscristatus Linnaeus, 1758 PASSERIFORMES LANIIDAE
191 Rofous-backed Shrike Laniusschach Linnaeus,1758 PASSERIFORMES LANIIDAE
192 Bay-backed Shrike Laniusvittatus Valenciennes,1826 PASSERIFORMES LANIIDAE
193 White-rumped Shama Copsychusmalabaricus( Scopoli, 1786) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
194 Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope (Pallas, 1776) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
195 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
196 Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
197 India Robin Saxicoloidesfulicata (Linnaeus, 1776) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
198 Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata (Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
199 Orential Magpie-Robin Copsychussaularis (Linnaeus, 1759) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
200 Orange-headed Thrush Zootheracitrina( Latham, 1790) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
201 Black Redstart Phoenicurusochruros (Gmelin, 1774) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
202 Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysommasinense( Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
203 Indian Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinushorsfieldii Sykes, 1832 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
204 Jungle Babbler Turdoidesstriatus(Dumont, 1823) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
205 Common Babbler Turdoidescaudatus (Dumont, 1823) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
206 Large Grey Babbler Turdoidesmalcolmi (Sykes, 1832) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
207 Streaked Fantail-Warbler Cisticola juncidis (Rafinesque, 1810) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
208 JunnglePrinia Prinia sylvatica Jerdon, 1840 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
209 Ashy Prinia Priniasocialis Sykes, 1832 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
210 Rufous-fronted Prinia Priniabuchanani Blyth, 1884 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
211 Plain Prinia Priniainornata Sykes, 1832 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
212 Common Tailorbird Orthotomussutoris (Pennant, 1769) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
213 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopuscollybita (Tickell, 1833) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
214 Greenish Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopustrochiloides (Sundevall, 1837) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
215 Olivaceous Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopusgriseolus Blyth, 1847 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE

REVIEW ARTICLE
Ambient Science, 2026: Vol. 13(2); 01-08 

DOI:10.21276/ambi.2026.13.2.Rv01

http://www.caves.res.in/Ambient Science (2026)                                                        Vol.-13(2):p. 06



S/n Common Name Scientific Name ORDER FAMILY
216 Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis (Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
217 Common Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
218 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyiasthalassina (Swainson, 1838) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
219 Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher Cyornistickelliae Blyth, 1843 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
220 Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornisrubeculoides (Vigors, 1831) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
221 Grey-headed Flycatcher Culicicapaceylonensis (Swainson, 1820) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
222 Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapadauurica Pallas, 1811 PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
223 Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula parva (Bechstein, 17920) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
224 Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedulasuperciliaris (Jerdon, 1840) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
225 Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi ( Linnaeua, 1758) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
226 Black-naped Monarch-Flycatcher Hypothymisazurea( Boddaert, 1783) PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
227 Black-lored Yellow Tit Parus xanthogenysVigors, 1831 PASSERIFORMES PARIDAE
228 Great Tit Parus major Linnaeus, 1758 PASSERIFORMES PARIDAE
229 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis Swainson, 1820 PASSERIFORMES SITTIDAE
230 Chestnut-bellid Nuthatch Sittacastanea Lesson, 1830 PASSERIFORMES SITTIDAE
231 Tickells's Flowerpecker Decaeumerythrorhynchos (Latham, 1790) PASSERIFORMES DICAEIDAE
232 Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile (Tickell, 1833) PASSERIFORMES DICAEIDAE
233 Purple-rumped Sunbird Nectariniazeylonica( Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES NECTARINIIDAE
234 Crimson Sunbird Aethopygasiparaja (Raffles, 1822) PASSERIFORMES NECTARINIIDAE
235 Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Anthreptessingalensis (Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES NECTARINIIDAE
236 Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica ( Latham, 1790) PASSERIFORMES NECTARINIIDAE
237 Blck-headed Bunting EmberizamelanocephalaScopoli, 1769 PASSERIFORMES  EMBERIZIDAE
238 Oriental white-eye Zosteropspalpebrosus( Temminck, 1824) PASSERIFORMES ZOSTEROPIDAE
239 Red Munia Amandavaamandava (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES ESTRILDIDAE
240 White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata ( Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES ESTRILDIDAE
241 White-throated Munia Lonchuramalabarica (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES ESTRILDIDAE
242 Spotted Munia Lonchurapunctulata (Linnaeus,1758) PASSERIFORMES ESTRILDIDAE
243 Yellow-throated Sparrow Petroniaxanthocollis (Burton, 1838) PASSERIFORMES PASSERIDAE
244 House Sparrow Passer domesticus( Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES PASSERIDAE
245 Baya Weaver Ploceusphilippinus (Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES PASSERIDAE
246 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis ( Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
247 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa Linnaeus, 1758 PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
248 Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus (Linnaeus,1758) PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
249 Asian Pied Starling Sturnus contra Linnaeus, 1758 PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
250 Grey-headed Starling Sturnus malabaricus( Gmelin, 1789) PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
251 Brahminy Starling Sturnus pagodarum (Gmelin,1789) PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
252 Jungle Myna Acridotheresfuscus (Wagler, 1827) PASSERIFORMES STURNIDAE
253 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolusoriolus( Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES ORIOLIDAE
254 Black-headed Oriole Oriolusxanthornus (Linnaeus , 1758) PASSERIFORMES ORIOLIDAE
255 Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis Linnaeus, 1766 PASSERIFORMES ORIOLIDAE
256 Black Drongo DicrurusmacrocercusVieillot, 1817 PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
257 Spangled Drongo Dicrurushottentottus( Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
258 Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus Vieillot, 1817 PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
259 Ashy Drongo DicrurusleucophaeusVieillot, 1817 PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
260 White-bellied Drongo Dicruruscaerulescens (Linnaeus, 1758) PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
261 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurusparadiseus (Linnaeus, 1766) PASSERIFORMES  DICRURIDAE
262 Ashy Woodswallow ArtamusfuscusVieillot, 1817 PASSERIFORMES  ARTAMIDAE
263 Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchosWagler, 1827 PASSERIFORMES CORVIDAE
264 House Crow Corvus splendens ( Vieillot, 1817) PASSERIFORMES CORVIDAE
265 Indian Treepie Dendrocittavagavanda( Latham, 1970) PASSERIFORMES CORVIDAE
266 Crested Bunting Melophuslathami PASSERIFORMES EMBERIZIDAE
267 Richard's Pipit Anthusrichardi PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
268 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
269 Blyth's Pipit Anthusgodlewskii PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
270 Long-billed Pipit Anthussimilis PASSERIFORMES MOTACILLIDAE
271 Bar-winged or Pied Flycatcher Shrike Hemipuspicatus PASSERIFORMES VANGIDAE
272 Large Woodshrike Tephrodornisvirgatus PASSERIFORMES VANGIDAE
273 Common Rosefinch Erythrina erythrina PASSERIFORMES FRINGILLIDAE
274 Grey-breasted Prinia Priniahodgsonii PASSERIFORMES CISTICOLIDAE
275 Booted Warbler Iduna caligata PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE
276 Sykes Warbler Idunarama PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE
277 Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalusdumetorum PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE
278 Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus Agricola PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE
279 Oriental (Great) Reed Warbler Acrocephalusorientalis PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE
280 Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalusstentoreus PASSERIFORMES ACROCEPHALIDAE

(Indian Great Reed Warbler)
281 Western Crowned warbler Seicercus occipitalis PASSERIFORMES PHYLLOSCOPIDAE
282 Pin striped Babbler or Mixornisgularis PASSERIFORMES TIMALIIDAE

Yellow-breasted Babbler
283 Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneumruficeps PASSERIFORMES PELLORNEIDAE
284 Brown Cheeked Fulvetta or Alcippepoioicephala PASSERIFORMES LEIOTHRICHIDAE

Quaker Tit Babbler
285 Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoidesaffinis PASSERIFORMES LEIOTHRICHIDAE
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286 Blue-capped Rock-thrush Monticolacinclorhyncha PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
287 Desert Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
288 Common (Siberian) stonechat Saxicola maurus PASSERIFORMES MUSCICAPIDAE
289 Tickell's Thrush Turdus unicolor PASSERIFORMES TURDIDAE
290 Black-headed Munia Lonchura Malacca   PASSERIFORMES ESTRILDIDAE
291 Emberizabuchanani
292 Little Spiderhunter Arachnotheralongirostra
293 Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger (Vieillot, 1817) PELECANIFORMES PHALACROCORACIDAE
294 Indian Shag Phalacrocorax fuscicollis Stephens, 1826 PELECANIFORMES PHALACROCORACIDAE
295 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo (Linnaeus, 1758) PELECANIFORMES PHALACROCORACIDAE
296 Spot-billed Pelican PelecanusphilippensisGmelin, 1789 PELECANIFORMES PELECANIDAE
297 Darter Anhinga melanogaster Pennant, 1769 PELECANIFORMES ANHINGIDAE
298 Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis PELECANIFORMES ARDEIDAE
299 Pelecanus philippensis
300 Brown-headed Barbet Megalaimazeylanica (Gmelin, 1788) PICIFORMES CAPITONIDAE
301 Coppersmith Barbet Megalaimahaemacephala (Mullar,1766) PICIFORMES CAPITONIDAE
302 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla Linnaeus, 1758 PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
303 Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker Dendrocoposmahrattensis (Latham, 1801) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
304 Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker Dinopiumbenghalense (Linnaeus, 1758) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
305 Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircuscanente (Lesson, 1830) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
306 Speckled Piculet Picumnusinnominatus Burton, 1836 PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
307 Brown-capped Pygmy woodpecker Dendrocopos nanus (Vigors, 1832) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
308 Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocoposcanicapillus (Blyth, 1845) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
309 Rofous Woodpecker Celeusbrachyurus (Vieillot, 1818) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
310 Great Black Woodpecker Dryocopusjavensis (Horsfield, 1821) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
311 Little Scaly-bellied Green Woodpecker Picusxanthopygaeus (Grey & Grey, 1846) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
312 Greater Golden-backed Woodpecker Chrysocolapteslucidus (Scopoli, 1786) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
313 Black-shouldered Woodpecker Chrysocolaptesfestivus (Boddaert, 1783) PICIFORMES  PICIDAE
314 Small Yellow-napped Woodpecker Picuschlorolophus PICIFORMES PICIDAE
315 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis (Pallas, 1764) PODICIPEDIFORMES PODICIPEDIDAE
316 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus (Linnaeus, 1758) PODICIPEDIFORMES PODICIPEDIDAE
317 Indian Hanging-Parrot Loriculusvernalis (Sparrman, 1787) PSITTACIFORMES PSITTACIDAE
318 Alexandrine Parakeet Psittaculaeupatria (Linnaeus, 1766) PSITTACIFORMES PSITTACIDAE
319 Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittaculakrameri (Scopoli, 1769) PSITTACIFORMES PSITTACIDAE
320 Plum-headed Parakeet Psittaculacynocepala (Linneaus,1766) PSITTACIFORMES PSITTACIDAE
321 Spotted Owlet Athene brama (Temminck, 1821) STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
322 Jungle Owlet Glaucidium Radiatum (Tickell, 1833) STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
323 Brown Fish-Owl Ketupazeylonensis (Gmelin,1788) STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
324 Eurasian Eagle-Owl Bubo bubo (Linnaeus, 1758) STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
325 Barn Owl Tyto alba (Scopoli, 1769) STRIGIFORMES TYTONIDAE
326 Brown Hawk Owl Ninoxscutulata STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
327 Brown Wood Owl Strixleptogrammica STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
328 Collared Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena STRIGIFORMES STRIGIDAE
329 Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus (Pennant, 1769) TROGONIFORMES TROGONIDAE
330 Yellow-legged Buttonquail Turnixtanki Blyth, 1843 TURNICIFORMES TURNICIDAE
331 Common Buttonquail Turnixsuscitator (Gmelin, 1789) TURNICIFORMES TURNICIDAE

Grey-necked bunting

Spot-billed pelican

PASSERIFORMES Emberizidae.
Passeriformes Nectariniidae

PELECANIFORMES Pelecanidae
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